
“            here is the catch?” 

That is the first question that first pops up when I 
tell clients who suffer from sticker shock that they can 
go to the very same upscale lodges in Botswana during 
the so-called low or green season at reduced rates.

 Naturally, the first thought that comes to mind 
is that it must be a second rate experience. Why else 
would the owners of these super-luxurious facilities 
slash rates? 

As someone who has been to Botswana many times 
both during its peak and off-season periods, allow me 
to make a few observations and share with you not only 
my green season experiences but a few of my wildlife 
sightings as well as images of the accommodations 
that come with the deal.

       o what exactly is high or low season in 
Botswana’s safari country? 

GREEN SEASON SPECIALS
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High season lives up to its name both in terms of 
price and number of visitors in most of Botswana’s 
parks. It covers  the winter and early summer months 
from April until November. 

The mid-summer months from December until 
March are the quieter off-peak (low or “green” season) 
period. (The Kalahari is the exception. Here January 
until March are actually prime months).

The peak winter months are dryer with game 
concentrating at the depleting water sources. There is 
less foliage and the animals are much easier to spot. 
Temperatures are mild and nights and early mornings 
chilly. 

Naturally temperatures rise considerably during 
the summer. There is the likelihood that you may 
encounter a downpour or two—usually a quick affair. 
The lush growth and availability of water cause the 
wildlife to disperse over a wider area and make it more 
difficult to track them. 

Getting the very best safari on the cheap



High and low season are, however, not solely 
related to the weather in Botswana. May until August 
happens to be the prime vacation period in the Northern 
Hemisphere.  This is the time when Europeans and 
Americans plan their trips abroad. Premier camps in 
Botswana with their limited space are usually fully 
booked a year ahead for this period. 

Between December and March the Okavango 
Delta comes alive. There are lots of newborns around 
and the migratory birds return in all their glory. 
Prepare yourself for the prospect of a proper African 
downpour and temperatures can rise to 85°F during 
the day but mornings and late afternoons and evenings 
can still be pleasantly cool.

Finding the animals is hardly an issue. You are 
under the care of expert rangers or field guides who 
know how to track them wherever they are even 
though it might take a little more time and effort.
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As a wildlife photographer I prefer the lush summer 
growth as it provides a more radiant backdrop to my 
subjects  than the lesser vegetation in winter. 

By the way, the vehicles are equipped to handle  
water at considerable depth with their periscope-like 
contraptions preventing engines from choking and 
drowning under water.  

 Navigating through the occasional flooded area is 
part of the fun. (Only once in all the times that I have 
been gliding through waterways on these incredible 
aquatic wonders did we get stuck, only to be promptly 
transferred to another without getting our feet wet).

    Here is a checklist of the pro’s and cons 
visiting Botswana’s luxuriant Linyanti and Okavango 
Delta regions during the so-called green or low season 
as compared to the peak dry winter season:

• During the green season growth is lush and animals 
are much more difficult to spot than in the dry peak 
season. (With the help of rangers the animals are still 
tracked down even though it takes a little longer).

• In the peak, dry season, skies are clear, rain is rare. 
In the green season occasional thunderstorms may 
interrupt game viewing activities.

• In the peak season most bookings are made a year 
or more in advance while in the green season there 
is a wider choice of destinations at shorter notice.

• Compared to the colder weather during the winter 
months, temperatures rise considerably during the 
green season.  However, game drives are in morning 
and late afternoon when it tends to be much cooler.

• Even though these luxury camps rate among the 
world’s best hotels, they operate on eco-friendly 
solar power and do not offer air conditioning. 

• The green season is a birders paradise as migratory 
birds flock back into the region. It is also a time of 
growth, both in vegetation and animal population 
as newborns abound.

• Wildlife photographers prefer the green season as 
it offers a lush green backdrop as well as dramatic 
water play by animals of all kinds.

• Rates for the same premier properties are slashed by 
half during the green season and not surprisingly 
many who can manage to travel outside the tradi-
tional American and European vacation months, are 
increasingly opting for this period.

Please feel free to contact me when you are 
ready to take advantage of this outstanding bargain. I 
will be happy to help you arrange the trip of a lifetime 
with ultimate luxury at unbelievably low rates.

As someone who travels regularly to Botswana  
both in the peak and low seasons, I can give you the 
assurance that you will not be disappointed if you go 
green.  

With best wishes from a safari addict.

Les de Villiers
les@theultimatesafari.com

WWW.THEULTIMATESAFARI.COM


