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   ur Twin Otter touched down at 
Kichwa airstrip in the Mara Triangle 
from Nairobi at noon. That same 
afternoon we saw the Big Five* up 
close—and we encountered very few 
vehicles.

It was mid-January and, merci-
fully, many months before the start 
of the Great Migration when tens of 
thousands of migratory ungulates 
from the Serengeti in the south cross 
into the Mara Game Reserve where 
hundreds of vehicles packed with 
day trippers await. 

In the next seven days Ruth and 
I would marvel at the abundance 
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*For the few who might not have heard or 
read about the Big Five, these are the animals 
considered by hunters to be the most dangerous—
elephant, lion, leopard, buffalo and rhino. 
Facilitators of photographic safaris have picked 
up on this arbitrary classification to lure visitors to 
their properties.



Pairings in the Mara Triangle



of resident animals of all kinds roaming the plains in 
large numbers, undisturbed by the traffic jams of July 
through September. 

Even though it was supposed to be mid-summer 
we frequently had to reach for our jackets and had 
to snuggle under blankets at night in luxury tented 
accommodation. 

Perfect timing.

         eeting us at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport  
upon our arrival from London the evening before was 
Dennis of Angama’s Nairobi office.  

“Be forewarned,” he said as we wound through 
heavy traffic towards the Norfolk Hotel, “it is not quite 
the same as it used to be in the late nineties when you 
were here before.”

He was not kidding. Instead of driving right up 
to the front entrance to be welcomed by gregarious 
bellhops in elaborate uniforms we found ourselves in 
front of a formidable iron fence with bomb detectors 
stroking the belly of our vehicle. After this we were 
stopped at another gate to reaffirm our identity and 
eventually we faced a security check where we and our 
baggage were scanned. 

Ultimately, we did enter the old Norfolk in all its 
old glory albeit behind bars to protect it from the threat 
of Al Shabaab—a Somali-driven terrorist group that 
not only slaughtered patrons at Westgate Shopping 
Mall but college students up north some time ago.  
Fortunately this terrorism threat that severely dented 
Kenya’s tourism industry seems to be  under control 
and visitors are returning.

“So how was your stay,” Dennis asked when he 
met us the next morning to take us to Wilson Airport 
for our flight to the Mara .

“Very good,” I said. “I still rate the Norfolk as one 
of my four favorite classic hotels in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
together with the Polana in Maputo, the Victoria Falls 
Hotel and, of course, the Mount Nelson in Cape Town. 
They ooze a history and style that you cannot recreate 
with all the money in the world.”

    have always been partial to flying puddle jump-
ers over safari terrain. You are low enough to take in the 
majestic scenery and spot animals from the air. Our pi-
lot was a young attractive Kenyan lady with skills that 
would have earned the approval of Beryl Markham.* 
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Catch us if you can

Wishful thinking

*British-born Beryl Markham was one of the original bush pilots in 
Kenya in the early nineteen hundreds. She became the first woman to fly 
solo across the Atlantic from east to west.  



 We split our seven days in the Mara between three 
camps —two days each at AndBeyond’s Kichwa Tembo 
and Bateleur camps situated in a special concession 
bordering the Mara Triangle; and three days at Angama, 
perched on the Oloololo Escarpment overlooking 
the plains. (Oloololo in the Maasai language means 
“serpentine,” indicating the winding nature of this 
impressive elevation above the plains.

Kichwa Tembo and Bateleur are “sister” properties 
with the latter a step above the former in terms of 
luxury. Both are upscale in the AndBeyond tradition 
and well managed by a staff intent on making the 
experience back at the camp as memorable as the 
outings on the plains. 

Angama is the new creation of Steve and Nicky 
Fitzgerald who could not resist the temptation of 

getting back into the bush after retiring from building 
AndBeyond into the current top rate and well-rounded 
multi-destination operation. Angama is the Swahili 
word for “suspended in mid air,” which is exactly 
what this camp feels like. 

 We went to Angama with great expectations and 
were not disappointed. With the help of South African 
architects the Fitzgeralds have managed to build a 
lodge reminiscent of the Zimbabwean ruins —without 
ruins. The luxury tents are spacious, well appointed 
and offer a panoramic view across the Mara Triangle.

At all three camps the emphasis is on hiring Maasai 
whose ancestral land encompassed most of what is 
today the Mara National Reserve.  More than three 
quarters of the staff at these camps are from the region.



Eco-friendly lawmowers at Kichwa Tembo and Bateleur camps, in operation and out of gas

The spectacular drive to Angama at the top of the 
escarpment winds through Maasai land where herders 
steer their cattle and other livestock past giraffes, 
zebra and even predators. As in the Ngorongoro 
Crater down in the Serengeti, the lions seem to have a 
healthy respect for the Maasai and keep at a distance. 
Elephants wander into Maasai land at night but return 
to the Mara Triangle in the early morning. 

   o how does the Mara Triangle differ from the rest 
of the Maasai Mara?

This smaller portion of the Mara Game Reserve 
forms a triangle to the west of the Mara River that runs 
through the reserve. With its limited higher priced 
camps it gets considerably less traffic than the larger 
eastern sector where many low-priced accommodations 
lure large numbers of economy-minded day-trippers 
year round. 

We were told that during the migration from June 
to August, more than 8,000 people crowd into the 
larger section of the park at the same time, leading to 
fifty or more safari vans lining up at prime viewing 
points. 

The numbers grew substantially last year after a 
popular American television show and the USA Today 
newspaper voted the migration the seventh new 
wonder of the world.

The Maasai Mara is one of Kenya’s smaller reserves 
at 560 sq. miles, yet more than 290,000 tourists visit it 
every year, most of them staying in more than twenty 
permanent lodges and campsites along the major 
eastern section of the park.

It is very much like the heavy human traffic in the 
southern and central part of the Serengeti during the 
Great Migration. Down there I have managed to steer 
my clients clear from the madding crowd by placing 
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The spotted plains of the Mara

With Angama’s Moses on the Serengeti Mara border

Sigei of Kichwa Tembo

Lucy of Bateleur

Our pilot to the Mara

them in exclusive luxury movable camps offered by 
both AndBeyond and Nomad. Another option in 
Serengeti are the upscale properties offered in the 
Singita Grumeti private concession.

     hat would you do to escape hordes of homo 
sapiens during the Great Migration months in the 
Maasai Mara?

If you are set on observing the wildebeest, zebra 
and other ungulates cross into the Mara in their tens 
of thousands during the so-called Great Migration, opt 
for the Mara Triangle where you will at least escape 
some of the heavy traffic of the eastern sector.

If you simply want to have an outstanding game 
viewing experience, go in January or February when 
you can observe the many resident animals in peace 
and tranquility. That is what we did and I can assure 
you that it met every expectation. Take it from someone 
who has been on safari all over East and Southern 
Africa many times. It is worth it.   

    egardless of when 
you go, you will be able 
to rely on very friendly 
and helpful staff at the 

three camps that we visited. But that is, of course, not 
all that counts.

The softest bed, best food and most luxurious 
accommodation do not compensate for a so-so 
experience during game drives.

At Kichwa Tembo we had Sigei who not only 
brought us up close to the big five on the very first drive 
but facilitated many other good sightings. At Bateleur 
we were placed in the care of Lucy, a mother of young 
twins, who showed that women can be as effective 
and expert as rangers as men—and even better when 
it comes to preparing a splendid breakfast in the wild 
from scratch.

At Angama we were guided by Moses who 
certainly led us to the promised land as far as game 
viewing goes. 

         his time around we did not actually witness 
a lion kill (been there, done that many times) but we 
did see several interesting failed attempts. On one 
occasion two males were chased by buffalo when 

they attempted to sneak into 
the herd and grab a calf. 
On another we saw several 
Thomson gazelles teasing a 
young lioness into chasing 
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them and then scattering away. This game continued 
for quite some time until the exhausted predator gave 
up and rejoined her slumbering pride.

      s we were lying in our bed listening to the roar of 
lions, the chatter of hyenas and the snorting of hippo, I 
recalled the wise words written by Ernest Hemingway, 
who was, like me, a safari addict.

“All I wanted to do now was get back to Africa,” 
he wrote. “We had not left it yet, but when I would 
wake in the night, I would lie, listening, homesick for 
it already.”

A

After many safaris across Southern and East Africa 
I still find new things to see and much more to be done 
in my quest to offer my discerning clients the most 
memorable of trips.

Kenya is back on my radar screen. Having been to 
most of its other parks and reserves, I would rate the 
Mara Triangle tops for game viewing .   

I am looking forward to hearing from you 
regardless of whether you are contemplating your first 
safari or are planning your second, third or fourth.

Please visit www.theultimatesafari.com for further 
information or feel free to contact me.

Dr. Les de Villiers
les@theultimatesafari.com 

Sunset at Angama
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